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The French Defense Procurement Agency orders seven additional 
Tiger HAD for the French Army Aviation 
 

 Airbus Helicopters was awarded the contract in the frame of the French military 
budget law 2015 update 

 The French Army Aviation will eventually operate a fleet of 67 Tiger helicopters 

 

Marignane, 22 December 2015 – The French Defense Procurement Agency (DGA) has ordered 

seven additional Tiger HAD attack helicopters, bringing to 67 the total number of Tigers that will 

eventually be operated by the French Army Aviation. The additional Tigers will be delivered in 

2017-2018.  

 

“The French Army Aviation have put the Tiger to the test in multiple theatres and the aircraft has 

proved essential to the success of their missions,” explained Guillaume Faury, President and CEO 

of Airbus Helicopters. “This additional order for seven Tiger HAD is a clear indication of its 

performance and we are proud to be able to support the French armed forces in their most 

demanding operations,” he added.   

 

Since July 2009, Tigers have been deployed continuously by the French Army in different areas, 

such as Afghanistan, Libya and Sahel. While deployments in Afghanistan and Libya have come to 

an end, Tigers are still supporting missions in Sahel where, despite the hostile operating conditions, 

the helicopter has shown a very high level of availability and logged more than 2,000 flight hours 

since the start of deployment in January 2013. 

 

With its flat and narrow silhouette the Tiger HAD’s advantages include low detectability, low 

vulnerability, high survivability, high agility and manoeuvrability making it the attack helicopter best 

adapted to both symmetric and asymmetric battlefields with unique capabilities whether for air-to-

ground or air-to-air combat. 

 

It is equipped with an extremely accurate 30mm turret cannon and a range of wing-mounted 

missiles and rockets together with a highly efficient electronic warfare system. The Tiger HAD is 

also navalised and can be fully operated from sea, as was demonstrated in 2011 by the French 

Army Aviation operating off the Libyan coastline. 

 

The Tiger is a key asset in any operation, whether for direct combat or escort missions. It can be 

deployed anywhere thanks to its robustness and simplicity of use. It is easy to maintain and does 

not require heavy infrastructure. 

 

To date, Airbus Helicopters has delivered more than 120 Tiger helicopters to France, Germany, 

Spain and Australia and the aircraft has accumulated more than 68,000 flying hours.  
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About Airbus Helicopters (www.airbushelicopters.com) 

Airbus Helicopters is a division of Airbus Group. The company provides the most efficient 

civil and military helicopter solutions to its customers who serve, protect, save lives and 

safely carry passengers in highly demanding environments. Flying more than 3 million flight 

hours per year, the company’s in-service fleet includes some 12,000 helicopters operated by 

more than 3,000 customers in 152 countries. Airbus Helicopters employs more than 23,000 

people worldwide and in 2014 generated revenues of 6.5 billion Euros. In line with the 

company’s new identity, fully integrated into Airbus Group, Airbus Helicopters has renamed 

its product range replacing the former “EC” designation with an “H”.  
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Guillaume Steuer 
Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 98 92 
Mob: + 33 (0)6 73 82 11 68 
guillaume.steuer@airbus.com 

Laurence Petiard 
Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 25 45 
Mob: + 33 (0)6 18 79 75 69 
laurence.petiard@airbus.com 
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